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00-117 May 6, 2000 
FOR RELEASE AFTER 5 P.M. MAY 6 
SURLES URGES GRADUATES TO DO SOME SOUL-SEARCHING 
CHARLESTON-- Eastern Illinois University President Carol D. Surles challenged 
the 1 ,500 students participating in three separate commencement ceremonies today to 
think about what values they want to embrace as they enter the world of work. 
Surles asked Eastern's Class of 2000 to contemplate some of the same 
questions asked by the great scientist Albert Einstein. Like Einstein, Surles suggested 
that the graduates not focus on becoming "people of success," but rather aim to 
become "people of value." 
"It is clear that, in addition to scientific questions, he (Einstein) seriously 
pondered questions about character, morality, truth and spirituality," Surles said. "We 
see in his life some values that we want to embrace, some that make us uncomfortable 
and some that simply amuse us. But, the legacy of his thought will serve generations to 
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come." 
Surles urged the graduates to question their beliefs about character, morality, 
truth, beauty, work, success, friendship, love, justice and charity; to determine where 
wealth and money rank among their values and to know what they are willing to do for 
money; and, most importantly, to think about how they want to use their life and what 
they want to be known for. 
"Whatever path you choose, you have already marked your trail for success. 
Savor every moment of this special day because tomorrow you will work," Surles 
quipped. 
Other commencement speakers included Student Body President Michael 
Leshoure of Champaign; Sylvia Nichols of Edwardsville and Victor Brooks of Batavia, 
president and vice president of the EIU Alumni Association; and Faculty Senate 
Chairperson Bonnie Irwin. Representing Eastern's Board of Trustees in the morning 
ceremony was Dr. Roger Dettro of Mattoon; in the afternoon, Carl Koerner Jr., of 
Effingham; and in the evening, Betsy D. Mitchell of Savoy. 
Faculty marshals were Robert Whittenbarger, professor of sociology and 
anthropology, who represented the College of Sciences during the morning ceremony; 
Garret DeRuiter, professor of art, who represented the College of Arts and Humanities 
in the afternoon; and Thomas Moncada, associate professor of accountancy and 
finance, who represented the Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences in the 
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evening. 
Special recognition was given to Gail Richard, the recipient of this year's 
Distinguished Faculty Award, which is presented to a faculty member with at least four 
years of full-time teaching experience who excels in teaching, research/professional 
development and service. 
Richard is a professor in Eastern's Department of Communication Disorders and 
Sciences and is a nationally recognized authority in her profession. She provides 
numerous consultations to families and school districts regarding difficult cases with 
communication disorders. 
She is regarded as an expert in the topic of autism. She has a prolific record of 
writing and presentations associated with autism. She also provides speech and 
language diagnostics and consulting services to children with autism and assists 
parents and school districts in providing the optimum educational environments. 
Also recognized at commencement were the five recipients of the Livingston C. 
Lord scholarships, the university's most prestigious honor conferred upon an 
undergraduate student. They were Michelle Hohimer of Chatham, Erin Knuffman of 
Manville, Jennifer Walker of Lombard, Jada Warmick of Peoria and Sarah Weaver of 
Ashkum. 
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